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of ores This brings us to the fourth great endowment of
the region the nch store of mineral wealth m the rocks of
the plateau which is at present almost untouched
In sober fact very few regions of the earth s surface are so
favoured m respect to climate production power or scenery
From the richly productive fisheries of the northern fiords
to the wide Mediterranean fruit lands of California and
from the gold of the mountains to the gram of the valleys,
there is a range of products of \vhich few lands can boast
The saddening feature will be impressed, at every turn that
man has not used this precious endowment wisely For many
years he was engaged m skimming the cream of a continent,
as Russell Starth has put it for his own large profit to the
complete disregard of the people of the future and the rights
of the matter The planning of resource utilization and the
conservation of natural resources has now become a con
bntung programme of the Administration of the United
States In other cases, such as salmon preservation mterna
tional co operation between Canada and U S A is gradually
developing Early in the present century Congress began to
set aside large areas of forests m all parts of the country
m which lumbering was to be earned on systematically and
scientific forestry practised But the mere prevention of
waste is not sufficient it is necessary to plan the develop-
ment of resources Many such agencies have been established
m the United States of which the Pacific Northwest Regional
Pfenning Commission is representative